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Sir Austin Henry Layard (1817-1894) was an English traveler, art historian,
politician and diplomat. He is well known as the excavator of Nineveh and Nimrud,
ancient Assyrian cities in the mid-XIX century, and the founder of the famous Assyrian
king Assurbanapals’s library. The results of his works in Mesopotamia had appeared in
several publications - in the extensive book “The Monuments of Nineveh” (2 volumes,
London, 1849), “Discoveries among the Ruins of Nineveh and Babylon with travels in
Armenia, Kurdistan, and the desert” (London, 1853), “A Second series of the
Monuments of Nineveh” (London, 1853). As a diplomat A.H.Layard was appointed as
envoy extraordinary to Spain in 1869 and ambassador to the Ottoman empire in 1877.

During his travels as an excavator and diplomat as well Sir A.H.Layard had
studied national minorities of the Ottoman empire (Armenians, Assyrians, Kurds etc.).
The Editorial board finds this book useful for those who are interested in the everyday
life and condition of Armenians and other peoples in the historical Armenia to be
acknowledged through the eyes of Sir A.H.Layard. With this in mind were chosen four
chapters of this monograph which contain extensive references to Armenians and
Western Armenia (Chapters |, I, XVIII, XIX).

CHAPTER | (pp. 1-34).

THE TRUSTEES OR THE BRITISH MUSEUM RESUME EXCAVATIONS AT
NINEVEH. - DEPARTURE FROM CONSTANTINOPLE. - DESCRIPTION OF OUR
PARTY. - CAWAL YUSUF. - ROADS RROLIL TREBIZOND TO ERZEROOM.
- DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY. -VARZAHAN AND ARMENIAN CHURCHES.
- ERZEROOM. - RESHID PASHA. - THE DUDJOOK TRIBES. - SHAHAN BEY.
- TURKISH REFORM. - JOURNEY THROUGH ARMENIA. - AN ARMENIAN BISHOP.
- THE LAKES OF SHAILU AND NAZIK. - THE LAKE OF WAN.

AFTER a few months' residence in England during the year 1848, to recruit a
constitution worn by long exposure to the extremes of an Eastern climate, | received
orders to proceed to my post at Her Majesty's Embassy in Turkey. The Trustees of the
British Museum did not, at that time, contemplate further excavations on the site of
ancient Nineveh. lll health and limited time had prevented me from placing before the
public, previous to my return to the East, the results of my first researches with the
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illustrations of the monuments and copies of the inscriptions recovered from the ruins of
Assyria. They were not published until some time after my departure, and did not
consequently receive that careful superintendence and revision necessary to works of
this nature. It was at Constantinople that | first learnt the general interest felt in England
in the discoveries, and that they had been universally received as fresh illustrations of
Scripture and prophecy, as well as of ancient history sacred and profane.

And let me here, at the very outset, gratefully acknowledge that generous spirit of
English criticism which overlooks the incapacity and shortcomings of the laborer when
his object is worthy of praise, and that object is sought with sincerity and singleness of
purpose. The gratitude, which | deeply felt for encouragement rarely equalled, could be
best shown by cheerfully consenting, without hesitation, to the request made to me by
the Trustees of the British Museum, urged by public opinion, to undertake the
superintendence of a second expedition into Assyria. Being asked to furnish a plan of
operations, | stated what appeared to me to be the course best calculated to produce
interesting and important results, and to enable us to obtain the most accurate
information on the ancient history, language, and arts, not only of Assyria, but of its
sister kingdom, Babylonia. Perhaps my plan was too vast and general to admit of
performance or warrant adoption. | was merely directed to return to the site of Nineveh,
and to continue the researches commenced amongst its ruins.

Arrangements were hastily, and of course inadequately, made in England. The
assistance of a competent artist was most desirable, to portray with fidelity those
monuments which injury and decay had rendered unfit for removal. Mr. F. Cooper was
selected by the Trustees of the British Museum to accompany the expedition in this
capacity. Mr. Hormuzd Rassam, already well known to many of my readers for the
share he had taken in my first discoveries, quitted England with him. They both joined
me at Constantinople. Dr. Sandwith, an English physician on a visit to the East, was
induced to form one of our party. One Abd-el-Messiab, a Catholic Syrian of Mardin, an
active and trustworthy servant during my former residence in Assyria, was fortunately at
this time in the capital, and again entered my service: my other attendants were
Mohammed Agha, a cawass, and an Armenian named Serkis. The faithful Bairakdar,
who had so well served me during my previous journey, had accompanied the English
commission for the settlement of the boundaries between Turkey and Persia; with the
understanding, however, that he was to meet me at Mosul, in case | should return.
Cawal Yusuf, the head of the Preachers of the Yezidis, with four chiefs of the districts in
the neighborhood of Diarbakir, who had been for some months in Constantinople,
completed my party.

After my departure from Mosul, in 1847, the military conscription, enforced
amongst the Mussulman inhabitants of the Pashalic, was extended to the Yezidis, who,
with the Christians, had been previously exempted from its operation on the general law
sanctioned by the Koran, and hitherto acted upon by most Mohammedan nations, that
none but true believers can serve in the armies of the state. On the ground that being of
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no recognised infidel sect, they must necessarily be included, like the Druses and
Ansyri of Mount Lebanon, amongst Mussulmans, the Government had recently
endeavored to raise recruits for the regular troops amongst the Yezidis. The new
regulations had been carried out with great severity, and had given rise to many acts of
cruelty and oppression on the part of the local authorities. Besides the feeling common
to all Easterns against compulsory service in the army, the Yezidis had other reasons
for opposing the orders of the Government. They could not become nizam, or
disciplined soldiers, without openly violating the rites and observances enjoined by their
faith. The bath, to which Turkish soldiers are compelled weekly to resort, is a pollution to
them, when taken in common with Mussulmans; the blue color, and certain portions of
the Turkish uniform are absolutely prohibited by their law; and they cannot eat several
articles of food included in the rations distributed to the troops. The recruiting officers
refused to listen to these objections, enforcing their orders with extreme and
unnecessary severity. The Yezidis, always ready to suffer for their faith, resisted, and
many died under the tortures indicted upon them. They were, moreover, still exposed to
the oppression and illegal exactions of the local governors. Their children were still
lawful objects of public sale, and, notwithstanding the introduction of the reformed
system of government into the provinces, the parents were subject to persecution, and
even to death, on account of their religion. In this state of things, Hussein Bey and
Sheikh Nasr, the chiefs of the whole community, hearing that | was at Constantinople,
determined to send a deputation to lay their grievances before the Sultan, hoping that
through my assistance they could obtain access to some of the Ministers of State.
Cawal Yusuf and his companions were selected for the mission; and money was raised
by subscriptions from the sect to meet the expenses of their journey.

After encountering many difficulties and dangers, they reached the capital and
found out my abode. | lost no time in presenting them to Sir Stratford Canning, who,
ever ready to exert his powerful influence in the cause of humanity, at once brought
their wrongs to the notice of the Porte. Through his kindly intercession a firman, or
imperial order, was granted to the Yezidis, which freed them from all illegal impositions,
forbade the sale of their children as slaves, secured to them the full enjoyment of their
religion, and placed them on the same footing as other sects of the empire. It was
further promised that arrangements should be made to release them from such military
regulations as rendered their service in the army incompatible with the strict observance
of their religious duties. So often can influence, well acquired and well directed, be
exercised in the great cause of humanity, without distinction of persons or of creeds!
This is but one of the many instances in which Sir Stratford Canning has added to the
best renown of the British name.

Cawal Yusuf, having fulfilled his mission, eagerly accepted my proposal to return
with me to Mosul. His companions had yet to obtain certain documents from the Porte,
and were to remain at Constantinople until their business should be completed. The
Cawal still retained the dress of his sect and office. His dark face and regular and
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expressive features were shaded by a black turban, and a striped aba of coarse texture
was thrown loosely over a robe of red silk.

Our arrangements were complete by the 28th of August (1849), and on that day
we left the Bosphorus by an English steamer bound for Trebizond. The size of my party
and its consequent incumbrances rendering a caravan journey absolutely necessary, |
determined to avoid the usual tracks, and to cross eastern Armenia and Kurdistan, both
on account of the novelty of part of the country in a geographical point of view, and its
political interest as having only recently been brought under the immediate control of the
Turkish government.

We disembarked at Trebizond on the 31st, and on the following day commenced
our land journey. The country between this port and Erzeroom has been frequently
traversed and described. Through it pass the caravan routes connecting Persia with the
Black Sea, the great lines of intercourse and commerce between Europe and central
Asia. The roads usually frequented are three in number. The summer, or upper, road is
the shortest, but is most precipitous, and, crossing very lofty mountains, is closed after
the snows commence,; it is called Tchairler, from its fine upland pastures, on which the
horses are usually fed when caravans take this route. The middle road has few
advantages over the upper, and is rarely followed by merchants, who prefer the lower,
although making a considerable detour by Gumish Khaneh, or the Silver Mines. The
three unite at the town of Baiburt, midway between the sea and Erzeroom. Although an
active and daily increasing trade is carried on by these roads, no mean whatever have
until recently been taken to improve them. They consist of mere mountain tracks, deep
in mud or dust according to the season of the year. The bridges, built when the erection
and repair of public works were imposed upon the local governors, and deemed a
sacred duty by the semi-independent hereditary families, who ruled in the provinces as
Pashas or Dereh-Beys, have been long permitted to fall into decay, and commerce is
frequently stopped for days by the swollen torrent or fordless stream. This has been one
of the many evil results of the system of centralisation so vigorously commenced by
Sultan Mahmoud, and so steadily carried out during the present reign. The local
governors, receiving a fixed salary, and rarely permitted to remain above a few months
in one office, take no interest whatever in the prosperity of the districts placed under
their care. The funds assigned by the Porte for public works, small and totally
inadequate, are squandered away or purloined long before any part can be applied to
the objects in view.

Since my visit to Trebizond, a road for carts has been commenced, which is to
lead from that port to the Persian frontiers; but it will, probably, like other undertakings of
the kind, be abandoned long before completed, or, if ever completed, will be permitted
at once to fall to ruin from the want of common repair. And yet the Persian trade is one
of the chief sources of revenue of the Turkish empire, and unless conveniences are
afforded for its prosecution, will speedily pass into other hands. The southern shores of
the Black sea, twelve years ago rarely visited by a foreign vessel, are now coasted by
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steamers belonging to three companies, which touch nearly weekly at the principal
ports; and there is commerce and traffic enough for more. The establishment of steam
communication between the ports and the capital has given an activity previously
unknown to internal trade, and bas brought the inhabitants of distant provinces of the
empire into a contact with the capital highly favorable to the extension of civilization and
to the enforcement of the legitimate authority of the government. The want of proper
harbors is a considerable drawback in the navigation of a sea so unstable and
dangerous as the Euxine. Trebizond has a mere roadstead, and from its position is
otherwise little calculated for a great commercial port, which, like many other places, it
has become, rather from its hereditary claims as the representative of a city once
famous, than from any local advantages.

The only harbor on the southern coast is that of Batoun, nor is there any retreat for
vessels on the Circassian shores. This place is therefore probably destined to become
the emporium of trade, both from its safe and spacious port, and from the facility it
affords of internal communication with Persia, Georgia, and Armenia. From it the
Turkish government might have been induced to construct the road since commenced
at Trebizond, had not a political influence, always hostile to any real improvement in the
Ottoman empire, opposed it with that pertinacity which is generally sure to command
success.

At the back of Trebizond, as indeed along the whole of this singularly bold and
beautiful coast, the mountains rise in lofty peaks, and are wooded with trees of
enormous growth and admirable quality, furnishing an unlimited supply of timber for
commerce or war. Innumerable streams force their way to the sea through deep and
rocky ravines. The more sheltered spots are occupied by villages and hamlets, chiefly
inhabited by a hardy and industrious race of Greeks. In spring, the choicest flowers
perfume the air, and luxuriant creepers clothe the limbs of gigantic trees. In summer, the
richest pastures enamel the uplands, and the inhabitants of the coasts drive their flocks
and herds to the higher regions of the hills. The forests, nourished by the exhalations
and rains engendered by a large expanse of water, form a belt, from thirty to fifty miles
in breadth, along the Black Sea. Beyond, the dense woods cease, as do also the
rugged ravine and rocky peak. They are succeeded by still higher mountains, mostly
rounded in their forms, some topped with eternal snow, barren of wood and even of
vegetation, except during the summer, when they are covered with Alpine flowers and
herbs. The villages in the valleys are inhabited by Turks, Lazes (Mussulmans), and
Armenians; the soil is fertile, and produces much corn.

Our journey to Erzeroom was performed without incident. A heavy and
uninterrupted rain for two days tried the patience and temper of those who for the first
time encountered the difficulties and incidents of Eastern travel. The only place of any
interest, passed during our ride, was a small Armenian village, the remains of a larger,
with the ruins of three early Christian churches, or baptisteries. These remarkable
buildings, of which many examples exist, belong to an order of architecture peculiar to
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the most eastern districts of Asia Minor and to the ruins of ancient Armenian cities1, on
the border of Turkey and Persia. The one, of which | have given a sketch, is an octagon,
and may have been a baptistery. The interior walls are still covered with the remains of
elaborate frescoes representing scripture events and national saints. The colors are
vivid, and the forms, though rude, not inelegant or incorrect, resembling those of the
frescoes of the Lower Empire still seen in the celebrated Byzantine church at Trebizond,
and in the chapels of the convents of Mount Athos. The knotted capitals of the thin
tapering columns grouped together, the peculiar arrangement of the stones over the
doorway, supporting each other by a zigzag, and the decorations in general, call to mind
the European Gothic of the middle ages. These churches date probably before the
twelfth century: but there are no inscriptions, or other clue, to fix their precise epoch,
and the various styles and modifications of the architecture have not been hitherto
sufficiently studied to enable us to determine with accuracy the time to which any
peculiar ornaments or forms may belong. Yet there are many interesting questions
connected with this Armenian architecture which well deserve elucidation. From it was
probably derived much that passed into the Gothic, whilst the Tatar conquerors of Asia
Minor adopted it, as will be hereafter seen, for their mausoleums and places of worship.
It is peculiarly elegant both in its decorations, its proportions, and the general
arrangement of the masses, and might with advantage be studied by the modem
architect. Indeed, Asia Minor contains a mine of similar materials unexplored and almost
unknown.

The churches of Varzahan, according to the information | received from an aged
inhabitant of the village, had been destroyed some fifty years before by the Lazes. The
oldest people of the place remembered the time when divine worship was still
performed within their walls.

We reached Erzeroom on the 8th, and were most hospitably received by the
British consul, Mr. Brant, a gentleman who has long, well, and honorably sustained our
influence in this part of Turkey, and who was the first to open an important field for our
commerce in Asia Minor. With him | visited the commander-in-chief of the Turkish forces
in Anatolia, who had recently returned from a successful expedition against the wild
mountain tribes of central Armenia. Reshid Pasha, known as the "Guzlu," or "the
Wearer of Spectacles," enjoyed the advantages of an European education, and had
already distinguished himself in the military career. With a knowledge of the French
language he united a taste for European literature, which, during his numerous
expeditions into districts unknown to western travellers, had led him to examine their
graphical features, and to make inquiries into the manners and religion of their
inhabitants. His last exploit had been the subjugation of the tribes inhabiting the
Dudjook Mountains to the south-west of Erzeroom, long in open rebellion against the
Sultan. The account he gave me of the country and its occupants, much excited a

! Particularly of Ani. Mons. Texier is, | believe, the only traveller who has attempted to give elaborate plans, elevations,

drawings, and restorations of these interesting edifices.
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curiosity which the limited time at my command did not enable me to gratify. According
to the Pasha, the tribes are idolatrous, worshipping venerable oaks, great trees, huge
solitary rocks, and other grand features of nature. He was inclined to attribute to them
mysterious and abominable rites. This calumny, the resource of ignorance and
intolerance, from which even primitive Christianity did not escape, has generally been
spread in the East against those whose tenets are unknown or carefully concealed, and
who, in Turkey, are included under the general term, indicating their supposed obscene
ceremonies, of Cheragh-sonderan, or "Extinguishers of Lights." They have a chief
priest, who is, at the same time, a kind of political head of the sect. He had recently
been taken prisoner, sent to Constantinople, and from thence exiled to some town on
the Danube. They speak a Kurdish dialect, though the various septs into which they are
divided have Arabic names, apparently showing a southern origin. Of their history and
early migrations, however, the Pasha could learn nothing. The direct road between
Trebizond and Mesopotamia once passed through their districts, and the ruins of
spacious and well-built khans are still seen at regular intervals on the remains of the old
causeway. But from a remote period, the country had been closed against the strongest
caravans, and no traveller would venture into the power of tribes notorious for their
cruelty and lawlessness. The Pasha spoke of re-opening the road, rebuilding
caravanserais, and restoring trade to its ancient channel-good intentions, not wanting
amongst Turks of his class, and which, if carried out, might restore a country rich in
natural resources to more than its ancient prosperity. The account he gave me is not
perhaps to be strictly relied on, but a district hitherto inaccessible may possibly contain
the remains of ancient races, monuments of antiquity, and natural productions of
sufficient importance to merit the attention of the traveller in Asia Minor.

The city of Erzeroom is rapidly declining in importance, and is almost solely
supported by the Persian transit trade. It would be nearly deserted if that traffic were to
be thrown into a new channel by the construction of the direct road from Batoun to the
Persian frontiers. It contains no buildings of any interest, with the exception of a few
ruins of those monuments of early Mussulman domination, the elaborately ornamented
portico and minaret faced with glazed tiles of rich yet harmonious coloring, and the
conical mausoleum, peculiar to most cities of early date in Asia Minor. The modem
Turkish edifices, dignified with the names of palaces and barracks, are meeting the fate
of neglected mud. Their crumbling walls can scarcely shelter their inmates in a climate
almost unequalled in the habitable globe for the rigor of its winters.

The districts of Armenia and Kurdistan, through which lay our road from Erzeroom
to Mosul, are sufficiently unknown and interesting to merit more than a casual mention.
The map will show that our route by the lake of Wan, Bitlis, and Jezirah was nearly a
direct one. It had been but recently opened to caravans. The haunts of the last of the
Kurdish rebels were on the shores of this lake. After the fall of the most powerful of their
chiefs, Beder Khan Bey, they had one by one been subdued and carried away into
captivity. Only a few months had, however, elapsed since the Beys of Bitlis, who had
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longest resisted the Turkish arms, had been captured. With them rebellion was
extinguished for the time in Kurdistan.

Our caravan consisted of my own party, with the addition of a muleteer and his two
assistants, natives of Bitlis, who furnished me with seventeen horses and mules from
Erzeroom to Mosul. The first day’s ride, as is customary in the East, where friends
accompany the traveller far beyond the city gates, and where the preparations for a
journey are so numerous that everything cannot well be remembered, scarcely
exceeded nine miles. We rested for the night in the village of Guli, whose owner, one
Shahan Bey, had been apprised of my intended visit. He had rendered his newly-built
house as comfortable as his means would permit for our accommodation, and, after
providing us with an excellent supper, passed the evening with me. Descended from an
ancient family of Dereh-Beys he had inherited the hospitality and polished manners of a
class now almost extinct, and of which a short account may not be uninteresting.

The Turkish conquerors, after the overthrow of the Greek empire, parcelled out
their newly acquired dominions into military fiefs. These tenures varied subsequently in
size from the vast possessions of the great families, with their hosts of retainers, such
as the Kara Osmans of Magnesia, the Pasvan Oglus, and others, to the small spahiliks
of Turkey in Europe, whose owners were obliged to perform personal military service
when called upon by the state. Between them, of middle rank, were the Dereh-Beys,
literally the"Lords of the Valley," who resided in their fortified castles, or villages, and
scarcely owned more than a nominal allegiance to the Sultan, although generally ready
to accompany him in a great national war against the infidels, or in expeditions against
too powerful and usurping subjects, Sultan Mahmoud, a man of undoubted genius and
of vast views for the consolidation and centralisation of his empire, aimed not only at the
extirpation of all those great families, which, either by hereditary right or by local
influence, had assumed a kind of independence; but of all the smaller Dereh-Beys and
Spahis. This gigantic scheme, which changed the whole system of tenure and local
administration, whether political or financial, he nearly carried out, partly by force of
arms, and partly by treachery. Sultan Abd-ul-Mejid, freed from the difficulties and
embarrassments with which an unfortunate war with Russia and successful rebellions in
Albania and Egypt, had surrounded his father, has completed what Mahmoud
commenced. Not only have the few remaining Dereh-Beys been destroyed or removed
one by one, but even military tenure has been entirely abolished by arbitrary
enactments, which have given no compensation to the owners, and have destroyed the
only hereditary nobility in the empire. Opinions may differ as to the wisdom of the
course pursued, and as to its probable results. Whilst greater personal security has
been undoubtedly established throughout the Ottoman dominions, whilst the subjects of
the Sultan are, theoretically at least, no longer exposed to the tyranny of local chiefs,
but are governed by the more equitable and tolerant laws of the empire; his throne has
lost the support of a race bred to military life, undisciplined, it is true, but brave and
devoted, always ready to join the holy standard when unfurled against the enemies of
the nation and its religion, a race who carried the Turkish arms into the heart of Europe,
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and were the terror of Christendom. Whether a regular army, disciplined as far as
possible after the fashion of Europe, will supply the place of the old Turkish irregular
cavalry and infantry, remains to be seen, and, for reason which it is scarcely necessary
to enter into, may fairly be doubted. With the old system the spirit which supported it is
fast dying away, and it may be questioned whether, in Mussulman Turkey, discipline
can ever compensate for its loss. The country has certainly not yet recovered from the
change. During the former state of things, with all the acts of tyranny and oppression
which absolute power engendered, there was more happiness amongst the people, and
more prosperity in the land. The hereditary chiefs looked upon their Christian subjects
as so much property to be improved and protected, like the soil itself. They were a
source of revenue; consequently heavy taxes which impeded labor, and drove the
laborer from the land, were from interest rarely imposed upon them. The Government
left the enforcement of order to the local chiefs; all the tribute received from them was
so much dear gain to the treasury, because no collectors were needed to raise it, nor
troops to enforce its payment. The revenues of the empire were equal to great wars,
and there was neither public debt nor embarrassment. Now that the system of
centralisation has been fully carried out, the revenues are more than absorbed in the
measures necessary to collect them, and the officers of government, having no interest
whatever in the districts over which they are placed, neglect all that may tend to the
prosperity and well-being of their inhabitants. It may be objected in extenuation that it is
scarcely fair to judge of the working of a system so suddenly introduced, and that
Turkey is merely in a transition state; the principle it has adopted, whatever its abuse,
being fundamentally correct. One thing is certain, that Turkey must, sooner or later,
have gone through this change.

It is customary to regard these old Turkish lords as inexorable tyrants - robber
chiefs who lived on the plunder of travellers and of their subjects. That there were many
who answered to this description cannot be denied; but they were, | believe, exceptions.
Amongst them were some rich in virtues and high and noble feeling. It has been
frequently my lot to find a representative of this nearly extinct class in some remote and
almost unknown spot in Asia Minor or Albania. | have been received with affectionate
warmth at the end of a day's journey by a venerable Bey or Agha in his spacious
mansion, now fast crumbling to ruin, but still bright with the remains of rich, yet tasteful,
oriental decoration; his long beard, white as snow, falling low on his breast; his many-
folded turban shadowing his benevolent yet manly countenance, and his limbs
enveloped in the noble garments rejected by the new generation; his hall open to all
comers, the guest neither asked from whence he came or whither he was going, dipping
his hands with him in the same dish; his servants, standing with reverence before him,
rather his children than his servants; his revenues spent in raising fountains® on the

2 The most unobservant and hasty traveller in Turkey would soon become acquainted with this fact, could he read the
modest and pious inscription, caned in relief on a small marble tablet of the purest white, adorning almost every half-

ruined fountain at which he stops to refresh himself by the wayside.
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wayside for the weary traveller, or in building caravanserais on the dreary plain; not only
professing but practising all the duties and virtues enjoined by the Koran, which are
Christian duties and virtues too; in his manners, his appearance, his hospitality, and his
faithfulness a perfect model for a Christian gentleman. The race is fast passing away,
and | feel grateful in being able to testify, with a few others, to its existence once,
against prejudice, intolerance, and so called reform.

But to return to our host at Guli. Shahan Bey, although not an old man, was a very
favorable specimen of the class | have described. He was truly, in the noble and
expressive phraseology of the East, an "Ojiak Zadeh," "a child of the hearth," a
gentleman born. His family had originally migrated from Daghistan, and his father, a
pasha, had distinguished himself in the wars with Russia. He entertained me with
animated accounts of feuds between his ancestors and the neighbouring chiefs, when
without their armed retainers neither could venture beyond their immediate territories,
contrasting, with good sense and a fair knowledge of his subject, the former with the
actual state of the country. On the following morning, when | bade him adieu, he would
not allow me to reward either himself or his servants, for hospitality extended to so large
a company. He rode with me for some distance on my route, with his greyhounds and
followers, and then returned to his village.

From Guli we crossed a high range of mountains, running nearly east and west, by
a pass called Ali-Baba, or Ala-Baba, enjoying from the summit an extensive view of the
plain of Pasvin, once one of the most thickly-peopled and best cultivated districts in
Armenia. The Christian inhabitants were partly induced by promises of land and
protection, and partly compelled by force, to accompany the Russian army into Georgia
after the end of the last war with Turkey. By similar means that part of the Pashalic of
Erzeroom adjoining the Russian territories was almost stripped of its most industrious
Armenian population. To the south of us role the snowcapped mountains of the Bin
Ghiul, or the "Thousand Lakes," in which the Araxes and several confluents of the
Euphrates have their source. We descended from the pass into undulating and barren
downs. The villages, thinly scattered over the low hills, were deserted by their
inhabitants, who, at this season of the year, pitch their tents and seek pasture for their
flocks in the uplands. We encamped for the night near one of these villages, called
Gundi-Miran, or, in Turkish, Bey-Kiui, which has the same meaning, "the village of the
chief." A man who remained to watch the crops of corn and barley went to the tents,
and brought us such provisions as we required. The inhabitants of this district are
Kurds, and are still divided into tribes. The owners of Gundi-Miran, and the surrounding
vilages are the Ziraklu (the armour-wearers), who came originally from the
neighbourhood of Diarbekir. Within a few months of our visit they were in open rebellion
against the government, and the country had been closed against travellers and
caravans.

Next day we continued our journey amongst undulating hills, abounding in flocks
of the great and lesser bustard. Innumerable sheep-walk branched from the beaten
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path, a sign that villages were near; but, like those we had passed the day before, they
had been deserted for the yilaks, or summer pastures. These villages are still such as
they were when Xenophon traversed Armenia. “Their houses," says he, "were under
ground; the mouth resembling that of a well, but spacious below: there was an entrance
dug for the cattle, but the inhabitants descended by ladders. In these houses were
goats, sheep, cows, and fowls with their young." The low hovels, mere holes in the hill-
side, and the common refuge of man, poultry, and cattle, cannot be seen from any
distance, and they are purposely built away from the road to escape the unwelcome
visits of travelling government officers and marching troops. It is not uncommon for a
traveller to receive the first intimation of his approach to a village by finding his horse's
fore feet down a chimney, and himself taking his place unexpectedly in the family circle
through the roof. Numerous small streams wind among the valleys, marking by
meandering lines of perpetual green their course to the Arras, or Araxes. We crossed
that river about midday by a ford not more than three feet deep, but the bed of the
stream is wide, and after rains, and during the spring, is completely filled by an
impassable torrent. On its southern bank we found a caravan reposing, the horses and
mules feeding in the long grass, the travellers sleeping in the shade of their piled up
bales of goods. Amongst the merchants we recognised several natives of Mosul who
trade with Erzeroom, changing dates and coarse Mosul fabrics for a fine linen made at
Riza, - a small place on the Black Sea, near Trebizond, - and much worn by the wealthy
and by women.

During the afternoon we crossed the western spur of the Tiektab Mountains, a
high and bold range with three well defined peaks, which had been visible from the
summit of the Ala Baba pass. From the crest we had the first view of Subhan, or Sipan,
Dagh,* a magnificent conical peak, covered with eternal snow, and rising abruptly from
the plain to the north of Lake Wan. It is a conspicuous and beautiful object from every
part of the surrounding country. We descended into the wide and fertile plain of Hinnis.
The town was just visible in the distance, but we left it to the right, and halted for the
night in the large Armenian village of Kosli, after a ride of more than nine hours. | was

3 Anabasis, lib. IV. c. 5.

4 Sipan is a Kurdish corruption of Subhan, i.e. Praise. The mountain is so called because a tradition asserts that whilst
Noah was carried to and fro by the waters of the deluge, the ark struck against its peak, and the patriarch, alarmed by
the shock, exclaimed "Subhanu-llah," "Praise be to God!" It has also been conjectured that the name is derived from
"Surp,” an Armenian word meaning "holy." It has only been ascended once as far as | am aware, by Europeans. Mr.
Brant, the Brilish consul of Erzeroom, accompanied by Lieut. Glascott and Dr. Dickson, reached the summit on the 1st
of September, 1838, after experiencing considerable fatigue and inconvenience from some peculiarity in the
atmosphere (not, it would appear, the result of any very considerable elevation). They found within the cone a small
lake, apparently filling the hollow of a crater; and scoria and lava, met with in abundance during the ascent, indicated
the existence, at some remote period, of a volcano. Unfortunately, the barometers with which the party were provided,
were out of order, and Mr. Brant has only been able to estimate the height of the mountain by approximation, at
10,000 feet, which | believe to be under the mark. (See Mr.Brant's highly interesting memoir in the tenth volume of
the Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, p. 49.)
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received at the guest-house® with great hospitality by one Misrab Agha, a Turk, to whom
the village formerly belonged as Spahilik or military tenure, and who, deprived of his
hereditary rights, had now farmed its revenues. He hurried with a long stick among the
low houses, and heaps of dried dung, piled up in every open space for winter fuel,
collecting fowls, curds, bread, and barley, abusing at the same time the tanzimat, which
compelled such exalted travellers as ourselves, he said, “to pay for the provisions we
condescended to accept." The inhabitants were not, however, backward in furnishing us
with all we wanted, and the flourish of Misrab Agha's stick was only the remains of an
old habit. | invited him to supper with me, an invitation he gladly accepted, having
himself contributed a tender lamb roasted whole toward our entertainment.

The inhabitants of Kosli could scarcely be distinguished either by their dress or by
their general appearance from the Kurds. They seemed prosperous and were on the
best terms with the Mussulman farmer of their tithes. This village, with others in the
district, had been nearly deserted after the Russian war, the inhabitants migrating into
Georgia. Several families had recently returned, but having finished their harvest, were
desirous of recrossing the frontier, probably a maneuver to avoid the payment of certain
dues and taxes. Of this Misrab Agha was fully aware. "The ill-mannered fellows,"
exclaimed he, "having filled their bellies with good things, and taken away the fat of the
land, want to go back to the Muscovites; but they deceive themselves, they must now sit
where they are." The emigrants did not indeed speak very favourably of the condition of
those who had settled in Russia. Many wish to return to their old villages in Turkey,
where they can enjoy far greater liberty and independence. This was subsequently
confirmed to me by others who had come back to their native settlements. The Russian
government, however, by a strict military surveillance along the Georgian frontiers,
prevents as far as possible this desertion.

Kosli stands at the foot of the hills forming the southern boundary of the plain of
Hinnis, through which flows a branch of the Murad Su, or Lower Euphrates. We forded
this river near the ruins of a bridge at Kara Kupri. The plain is generally well cultivated,
the principal produce being corn and hemp. The villages, which are thickly scattered
over it, have the appearance of extreme wretchedness, and, with their low houses and
heaps of dried manure piled upon the roofs and in the open spaces around, look more
like gigantic dunghills than human habitations. The Kurds and Armenian Christians,
both hardy and industrious races, are pretty equally divided in numbers, and live
sociably in the same filth and misery. The extreme severity of the winter - the snow lying
deep on the ground for some months - prevents the cultivation of fruit trees, and the

5 Almost every village in Turkey, not on a high road, and not provided with a caravanserai or khan, contains a house
reserved exclusively for the entertainment of guests, in which travellers are not only lodged, but fed, gratuitously. It is
maintained by the joint contribution of the villagers, or sometimes by the charitable bequests of individuals, and is
under the care either of the chief of the village, or of a person expressly named for the purpose, and called the Oda-
Bashi, the chief of the guestroom. Since the introduction of the tanzimat (reformed system), this custom is rapidly

falling into disuse in most parts of Turkey frequented by European travellers.
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complete absence of wood gives the country a desolate aspect. Bustards, cranes, and
waterfowl of various kinds abound.

We left the plain of Hinnis by a pass through the mountain range of Zernak. In the
valleys we found clusters of black tents belonging to the nomad Kurds, and the hill-sides
were covered with their flocks. The summit of a high peak overhanging the road is
occupied by the ruins of a castle formerly held by Kurdish chiefs, who levied black-mail
on travellers, and carried their depredations into the plains. On reaching the top of the
pass we had an uninterrupted view of the Subhan Dagh. From the village of Karagol,
where we halted for the night, it rose abruptly before us. This magnificent peak, with the
rugged mountains of Kurdistan, the river Euphrates winding through the plain, the
peasants driving the oxen over the corn on the threshing-floor, and the groups of
Kurdish horsemen with their long spears and flowing garments, formed one of those
scenes of Eastern travel which leave an indelible impression on the imagination, and
bring back in after years indescribable feelings of pleasure and repose.

The threshing-floor, which added so much to the beauty and interest of the picture
at Karagol, had been seen in all the villages we had passed during our day's journey.
The abundant harvest had been gathered in, and the corn was now to be threshed and
stored for the winter. The process adopted is simple, and nearly such as it was in
patriarchal times. The children either drive horses round and round over the heaps, or
standing upon a sledge stuck full of sharp flints on the under part, are drawn by oxen
over the scattered sheaves. Such were "the threshing-sledges armed with teeth”
mentioned by Isaiah. In no instance are the animals muzzled - "thou shalt not muzzle
the ox when he treadeth out the corn;" but they linger to pick up a scanty mouthful as
they are urged on by the boys and young girls, to whom the duties of the threshing-floor
are chiefly assigned. The grain is winnowed by the men and women, who throw the
corn and straw together into the air with a wooden shovel, leaving the wind to carry
away the chaff whilst the seed falls to the ground. The wheat is then raked into heaps
and left on the threshing-floor until the tithe-gatherer has taken his portion. The straw is
stored for the winter, as provender for the cattle.®

® These processes of threshing and winnowing appear to have been used from the earliest time in Asia. Isaiah alludes
to it when addressing the Jews (XXVIII. 27, 28. See Translation by the Rev. John Jones):-

"The dill is not threshed with the threshing sledge,

Nor is the wheel of the wain made to roll over the cummin.

Bread corn is threshed:

But not for ever will he continue thus to thresh it;

Though he driveth along the wheels of his wain,

And his horses, he will not bruise it to dust."

"The oxen and the young asses, that till the ground

Shall eat clean provender,

Which hath been winnowed with the shovel and with the fan." (xxx. 24.)

"Behold, | have made thee a new sharp threshing wain (sledge) armed with pointed teeth." (XLI. 15.)

"Thou shalt winnow them, and the wind shall carry them away." (XII. L6.)
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The Kurdish inhabitants of this plain are chiefly of the tribe of Mamanli, once very
powerful, and mustering nearly 2000 horsemen for war, according to the information |
received from one of their petty chiefs who lodged with us for the night in the guest-
house of Karagol. After the Russian war, part of the tribe was included in the ceded
territory. Their chief resides at Malaskert.

We crossed the principal branch of the Euphrates soon after leaving Karagol.
Although the river is fordable at this time of the year, during the spring it is nearly a mile
in breadth, overflowing its banks, and converting the entire plain into one great marsh.

We had now to pick our way through a swamp, scaring, as we advanced,
myriads of wild-fowl. | have rarely seen game in such abundance and such variety in
one spot; the water swarmed with geese, duck, and teal, the marshy ground with herons
and snipe, and the stubble with bustards and cranes. After the rains the lower road is
impassable, and caravans are obliged to make a considerable circuit along the foot of
the hills.

We were not sorry to escape the fever-breeding swamp and mud of the plain, and
to enter a line of low hills, separating us from the lake of Gula Shailu. | stopped for a few
minutes at an Armenian monastery, situated on a small platform overlooking the plain.
The bishop was at his breakfast, his fare frugal and episcopal enough, consisting of
nothing more than boiled beans and sour milk. He insisted that | should partake of his
repast, and | did so, in a small room scarcely large enough to admit the round tray
containing the dishes, into which | dipped my hand with him and his chaplain. | found
him profoundly ignorant, like the rest of his class, grumbling about taxes, and abusing
the Turkish government. All | could learn of the church was that it contained the body of
a much venerated saint, who had lived about the time of St. Gregory the Illuminator, and
that it was the resort of the afflicted and diseased who trusted to their faith, rather than
to medicine, for relief. The whole establishment belongs to the large Armenian village of
Kop, which could be faintly distinguished in the plain below. The Kurds had plundered
the convent of its books and its finery, but the church remained pretty well as it had
been some fifteen centuries ago.

After a pleasant ride of five hours we reached a deep clear lake, embedded in the
mountains, two or three pelicans, "swan and shadow double,” and myriads of water-
fowl, lazily floating on its blue waters. Piron, the village where we halted for the night,
stands at the further end of the Gula Shailu, and is inhabited by Kurds of the tribe of
Hasananlu, and by Armenians, all living in good fellowship amidst the dirt and
wretchedness of their eternal dungheaps. Ophthalmia had made sad havoc amongst
them, and the doctor was soon surrounded by a crowd of the blind and diseased
clamoring for relief. The villagers said that a Persian, professing to be a Hakim, had
passed through the place some time before, and had offered to cure all bad eyes on
payment of a certain sum in advance. These terms being agreed to, he gave his
patients a powder which left the sore eyes as they were, and destroyed the good ones.
He then went his way: "And with the money in his pocket t0o," added a ferocious-
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looking Kurd, whose appearance certainly threw considerable doubt on the assertion;
"but what can one do in these days of accursed Tanzimat (reform)?"

The district we had now entered formerly belonged to Sheriff Bey, the rebellious
chief of Moush, but, since his capture last year, had been made miri, or government
property. Although all the Mohammedan inhabitants of this part of Kurdistan are Kurds,
those alone are called so who live in tents; those who reside in villages are known
simply as" Mussulman."

The lake of Shailu is separated from the larger lake of Nazik, by a range of low
hills about six miles in breadth. We reached the small village of Khers, built on its
western extremity, in about two hours and a half, and found the chief, surrounded by the
principal inhabitants, seated on a raised platform near a well-built stone house. He
assured me, stroking a beard of spotless white to confirm his words, that he was above
ninety years of age, and had never seen an European before the day of my visit. Half
blind, he peered at me through his bleer eyes until he had fully satisfied his curiosity;
then spoke contemptuously of the Franks, and abused the Tanzimat, which he declared
had destroyed all Mussulman spirit, had turned true believers into infidels, and had
brought his own tribe to ruin, meaning, of course, that they could no longer prey upon
their neighbours. His son, more of a courtier, and probably thinking that something
might be gained by praising the present state of things, spoke less unfavorably of
reform, though, | doubt not, entertaining equal aversion to it in his heart. The old
gentleman, notwithstanding his rough exterior, was hospitable after his fashion, and
would not suffer us to depart until we had eaten of every delicacy the village could
afford.

Our path lay along the banks of the lake. The people of Khers declare that the
Nazik Gul only contains fish during the spring of the year, and then but of the one kind
caught in the lake of Wan. | was unable to account for this fact, repeated by the
peasants whom we met on our road, until reaching the eastern end of the lake | found
that a communication existed between it and that of Wan, by a deep ravine, through
which the waters, swollen during the rains and by the melting of the snows in spring,
discharge themselves near Akhlat.” At this season there was only water enough in the
ravine to show the difference of level. In spring the fish seek the creeks and fresh-water
streams to spawn, and at that time alone are captured by the inhabitants of the shores
of the lake of Wan. During the rest of the year, they leave the shallows and are secure
from the nets of the fishermen.? The only fish known is of the size and appearance of a
herring. It is caught during the season in such abundance that it forms, when dried and
salted, provision for the rest of the year, and a considerable article of exportation. | was

7 The Shailu lake has, | was informed, a similar communication with the Murad Su. Both lakes are wrongly placed in
the Prussian and other maps, and their outlets unnoticed.
8 Yakuti, in his geographical work, the "Moajem el Buldan," mentions this disappearance of the fish, which are only to

be seen, he says, during three months of the year. He adds, however, frogs and shellfish.
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informed, however, by a Christian, that a large fish, probably of the barbel kind, was
found in the Nazik Gul, whose waters, unlike those of Wan, are fresh and sweet.

Leaving the Nazik Gul we entered an undulating country traversed by very deep
ravines, mere channels cut into the sandstone by mountain torrents. The villages are
built at the bottom of these gulleys, amidst fruit trees and gardens, sheltered by
perpendicular rocks and watered by running streams. They are undiscovered until the
traveller reaches the very edge of the precipice, when a pleasant and cheerful scene
opens suddenly beneath his feet. He would have believed the upper country a mere
desert had he not spied here and there in the distance a peasant slowly driving his
plough through the rich soil. The inhabitants of this district are more industrious and
ingenious than their neighbours. They carry the produce of their harvest not on the
backs of animals, as in most parts of Asia Minor, but in carts entirely made of wood, no
iron being used even in the wheels, which are ingeniously built of walnut, oak, and kara
agatch (literally, black tree-? thorn), the stronger woods being used for rough spokes let
into the nave. The plough also differs from that in general use in Asia. To the share are
attached two parallel boards, about four feet long and a foot broad, which separate the
soil and leave a deep and well defined furrow.

We rode for two or three hours on these uplands, until, suddenly reaching the
edge of a ravine, a beautiful prospect of lake, woodland, and mountain, opened before
us.

CHAPTERIII. (pp.19-34)

THE LAKE OF WAN. - AKHLAT. — TATAR TOMBS. — ANCIENT REMAINS. - A
DERVISH. — A FRIEND. — THE MUDIR. — ARMENIAN REMAINS. — AN ARMENIAN
CONVENT AND BISHOP. — JOURNEY TO BITLIS. — NIMROUD DAGH. - BITLIS. -
JOURNEY TO KHERZAN. - YEZIDI VILLAGE.

The first view the traveller obtains of the lake of Wan, on descending towards it
from the hills above Akhlat, is singularly beautiful. This great inland sea, of the deepest
blue, is bounded to the east by ranges of serrated snow-capped mountains, peering one
above the other, and springing here and there into the highest peaks of Tiyari and
Kurdistan; beneath them lies the sacred island of Akhtamar, just visible in the distance,
like a dark shadow on the water. At the further end rises the one sublime cone of the
Subhan, and along the lower part of the eastern shores stretches the Nimroud Dagh,
varied in shape and rich in local traditions.

At our feet, as we drew nigh to the lake, were the gardens of the ancient city of
Akhlat, leaning minarets and pointed mausoleums peeping above the trees. We rode
through vast burying-grounds, a perfect forest of upright stones seven or eight feet high
of the richest red colour, most delicately and tastefully carved with arabesque
ornaments and inscriptions in the massive character of the early Mussulman age. In the
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midst of them rose here and there a conical turbeh® of beautiful shape, covered with
exquisite tracery. The monuments of the dead still stand, and have become the
monuments of a city, itself long crumbled into dust. Amidst orchards and gardens are
scattered here and there low houses rudely built out of the remains of the earlier
habitations, and fragments of cornice and sculpture are piled up into walls around the
cultivated plots.

Leaving the servants to pitch the tents on a lawn near one of the finest of the old
Mussulman tombs, and in a grove of lofty trees, beneath whose spreading branches we
could catch distant views of the lake, | walked through the ruins. Emerging from the
gardens and crossing a part of the great burying-ground, | came upon a well-preserved
mausoleum of the same deep red stone, now glowing in the rays of the sun; its conical
roof rested on columns and arches, and on a kubleh, or place to direct the face in
prayer, decorated with all the richness, yet elegance, of Eastern taste. The cornice
supporting the roof was formed by many bands of ornament, each equally graceful
though differing one from the other. The column stood on a base riling about nine feet
from the ground, the upper part of which was adorned with panels, each varying in
shape, and containing many-angled recesses, decorated with different patterns, and the
lower part projected at an angle with the rest of the building. In this basement was the
chamber; the mortal remains of its royal occupant had long ago been torn away and
thrown to the dust. Around the turbeh were scattered richly carved head and foot
stones, marking the graves of less noble men; and the whole was enclosed by a grove
of lofty trees, the dark-blue lake glittering beyond. Whilst the scene was worthy of the
pencil of a Turner, each detail in the building was a study for an architect. Tradition
names the tomb that of Sultan Baiandour,® one of the chiefs of the great Tatar tribes,
who crossed the frontiers of Persia in the fifteenth century. The building still resisting
decay is now used as a storehouse for grain and straw by a degenerate race, utterly
unmindful of the glories of their ancestors. Near this turbeh were others, less well
preserved, but equally remarkable for elegant and varied decoration, their conical roofs
fretted with delicate tracery, carved in relief on the red stone. They belong, according to
local tradition, to Sultans of the Ak-Kouyunlu and Kara-Kouyunlu Tatars, the well-known
tribes of the White and Black Sheep.

Beyond the turbeh of Sultan Baiandour, through a deep ravine such as | have
already described, runs a brawling stream, crossed by an old bridge; orchards and
gardens make the bottom of the narrow valley, and the cultivated ledges as seen from
above, a bed of foliage. The lofty perpendicular rocks rising on both sides are literally
honeycombed with entrances to artificial caves, ancient tombs, or dwelling-places. On a
high isolated mass of sandstone stand the walls and towers of a castle, the remains of
the ancient city of Khelath, celebrated in Armenian history, and one of the seats of
Armenian power. | ascended to the crumbling mint, and examined the excavations in
the rocks. The latter are now used as habitations, and as stables for herds and flocks.

9 A small building which sometimes covers a Mohammedan tomb is so called.

10 A sultan of the Ak-Kouyunlu, or White-sheep Tatars, from whom the tribe derived their name of Baiandouri.
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The spacious entrance of some are filled up with stones for protection and comfort, a
small opening being left for a doorway. Before them, on the ledges overlooking the
ravine, stood here and there groups as noble a race as | have anywhere seen, tall,
brawny men, handsome women, and beautiful children. They were Kurds, dressed in
the flowing and richly-colored robes of their tribe. | talked with them and found them
courteous, intelligent, and communicative.

Many of the tombs are approached by flights of steps, also cut in the rock. An
entrance, generally square, unless subsequently widened, and either perfectly plain or
decorated with a simple cornice, opens into a spacious chamber, which frequently leads
into others on the same level, or by narrow flights of steps into upper rooms. There are
no traces of the meant by which these entrances were closed: they probably were as by
stones, turning on rude hinges, or rolling on rollers."’ Excavated in the walls, or
sometimes sunk into the floor, are recesses or troughs, in which once lay the bodies of
the dead, whilst in small niches, in the sides of the chambers, were placed lamps and
sacrificial objects. Tombs in every respect similar are found throughout the mountains of
Assyria and Persia, as far south as Shiraz; but | have never met with them in such
abundance as at Akhlat. Their contents were long ago the spoil of conquerors, and the
ancient chambers of the dead have been for centuries the abodes of the living.

Leaving the valley and winding through a forest of fruit trees, here and there
interspersed with a few primitive dwellings, | came to the old Turkish castle, standing on
the very edge of the lake. It is a pure Ottoman edifice, less ancient than the turbehs, or
the old walls towering above the ravine. Inscriptions over the gateways state that it was
partly built by Sultan Selim, and partly by Sultan Suleiman, and over the northern
entrance occurs the date of 975 of the Hejira. The walls and towers are still standing,
and need but slight repair to be again rendered capable of defence. They inclose a fort,
and about 200 houses, with two mosques and baths, fast falling into decay, and only
tenanted by a few miserable families, who, too poor or too idle to build a new, linger
amongst the ruins. In the fort, separated from the dwelling places by a high thick wall
and a ponderous iron-bound gate now banging half broken away from its rusty hinges,
there dwelt, until very recently, a notorious Kurdish freebooter, of the name of Mehemet
Bey, who, secure in this stronghold, ravaged the surrounding country, and sorely vexed
its Christian inhabitants. He fled on the approach of the Turkish troops, after their
successful expedition against Nur-Ullah Bey, and is supposed to be wandering in the
mountains of southern Kurdistan.

After the capture of Beder Khan Bey, Osman Pasha, the commander-in-chief of
the Turkish army, a man of enterprise and liberal views, formed a plan for restoring to
Akhlat its ancient prosperity, by making it the capital of the north-eastem provinces of

" Tombs, with entrances closed by stones, ingeniously made to roll back into a groove, still exist in many parts of the
East. We learn from both the Old and New Testament, that such tombs were in common use in Palestine, as well as in
other countries of Asia. The stone was "rolled away from the sepulchre” in which Christ was laid; which we may gather
from the context was a chamber cut into the rock and intended to receive many bodies, although it had not been need
before. Such also, was the tomb of Lazarus. Raphael, who is singularly correct in delineating Eastern habits and

costumes in his scriptural pieces, has thus portrayed the tomb of the Saviour in a sketch in the Oxford Collection.
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the Turkish empire. He proposed, by grants of land, to induce the inhabitants of the
neighbouring villages to remove to the town, and by peculiar privileges to draw to the
new settlement the artizans of Wan, Bitlis, Moush, and even Erzeroom. Its position on
the borders of a vast lake is favourable to traffic, and its air is considered very
salubrious. From its vicinity to the Persian and Russian frontiers it might become of
considerable importance as a military depot. Osman Pasha was about to construct a
palace, a bazar, and barracks, and to repair the walls of the old castle, when death put
an end to his schemes. In Turkey a man in power, from principle, never carries out the
plans, or finishes the buildings of his predecessor; and Akhlat, one of the most beautiful
spots that the imagination can picture, will probably long remain a heap of ruins.
Scarcely a sail flutters on the water. The only commerce is carried on by a few
miserable vessels, which venture in the finest weather to leave the little harbour of Wan
to search for wood and corn on the southern shores of the lake.

The ancient city of Khelath was the capital of the Armenian province of Peznouni.
It came under the Mohammedan power as early as the ninth century, but was
conquered by the Greeks of the Lower Empire at the end of the tenth. The Seljuks took
it from them, and it then again became a Mussulman principality. It was long a place of
contention for the early Arab and Tatar conquerors. Shah Armen'? reduced it towards
the end of the twelfth century. It was besieged, without result, by the celebrated Saleh-
ed-din, and was finally captured by his nephew, the son of Melek Adel, in A. D. 1207.

The sun was setting as | returned to the tents. The whole scene was lighted up
with its golden tints, and Claude never composed a subject man beautiful than was here
furnished by nature herself. | was seated outside my tent gazing listlessly on the scene,
when | was roused by a well-remembered cry, but one which | had not heard for years. |
turned about and saw standing before me a Persian Dervish, clothed in the fawn-
colored gazelle skin, and wearing the conical red cap, edged with fur, and embroidered
in black braid with verses from the Koran and invocations to Ali, the patron of his sect.
He was no less surprised than | had been at his greeting, when | gave him the answer
peculiar to men of his order. He was my devoted friend and servant from that moment,
and sent his boy to fetch a dish of pears, for which he actually refused a present ten
times their value. Be declared that | was one of his craft, and was fairly puzzled to make
out where | had picked up my knowledge of his mystery and phraseology. But he was
not my first Dervish friend; | had had many adventures in company with such as he.

Whilst we were seated chatting in the soft moonlight, Hormuzd was suddenly
embraced by a young man resplendent with silk and gold embroidery and armed to the
teeth. He was a chief from the district of Mosul and well known to us. Hearing of our
arrival he had hastened from his village at some distance to welcome us, and to
endeavor to persuade me to move the encampment and partake of his hospitality.
Failing, of course, in prevailing upon me to change my quarters for the night, he sent his

12"Shah Armen, i. e. King of Armenia, was a title assumed by a dynasty reigning at Akhlat, founded by Sokman Kothby,
a slave of the Seljuk prince, Kothbedin Ismail, who established an independent principality at Akhlat in A.D. 1100, which
lasted eighty years.
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servant to his wife, who was a lady of Mosul, and formerly a friend of my companion's,
for a sheep. We found ourselves thus unexpectedly amongst friends. Our circle was
further increased by Christians and Mussulmans of Akhlat, and the night was far spent
before we retired to rest.

In the morning, soon after sunrise, | renewed my wanderings amongst the ruins,
first calling upon the Mudir, or governor, who received me seated under his own fig-tree.
He was an old greybeard, a native of the place, and of a straightforward, honest
bearing. | had to listen to the usual complaints of poverty and over-taxation, although,
after all, the village, with its extensive gardens, only contributed yearly ten purses, or
less than forty five pounds, to the public revenue. This sum seems small enough, but
without trade, and distant from any high road, there was not a para of ready money,
according to the Mudir, in the place.

The governor's cottage stood near the northern edge of Akhlat, and a little beyond
it the road again emerged into that forest of richly-carved tombs which surrounds the
place, like a broad belt - the accumulated remains of successive generations. The
triumph of the dead over the living is perhaps only thus seen in the East. In England,
where we grudge our dead their last resting places, the habitations of the living
encroach on the burial-ground; in the East it is the grave-yard which drives before it the
cottage and the mansion. The massive headstones still stand erect long after the
dwelling-places of even the descendants of those who placed them there have passed
away. Several handsome turbehs, resembling in their general form those | had already
visited, though differing from them in their elegant and elaborate details, were scattered
amongst the more humble tombs.

From the Mudir's house | rode to the more ancient part of the city and to the rock
tombs. The ravine, at no great distance from where it joins the lake, is divided into two
branches, each watered by an abundant stream. | followed them both for four or five
miles, ascending by the one, then crossing the upland which divides them, and
descending by the other. Both afford innumerable pleasant prospects, - the water
breaking in frequent 