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THE ASSASSINATION OF A RACE

T]-EE HOPES AND THE THREATENED FATE

HE Armenfans In Turkey be-

fore the present onalnught

upon them numbered about two
miltlons, but their importance in the
empire ia not to bo measured by
their nombers. [Intellectually and
phyaieally they are vastly superior
to the Tarks, In education, enter-
prise, industry and love of home they
surpass all the other races. Among
all the peoples of Turhey they have
bean the quickest to catch the apirit
of modern education and twentieth
century progreas. Within the last
fifty years in the esstern part of
Turkey wholly, and in & measure
thruout the empire, they have heen
the artizans, the leaders in the
learned professiona and promoters
of commercial enterprises,

This ancient and proud-spirited
race, conscioas of ita own innate su-
periority, ambitious to edoeate ita
children, Christian in ita religion,
and eager for progress, cherished
the hope of an independent Armenia
redatablished upon the ruins of ita
ancient kingdom.

For thirty years n few of the more
hot-headed youth, both within and
without the country, have carried on
a revolutionary propagandn that was
as hopeleas of succemaiul achievement
as it waa foolish in organization. The
kud talk of some of these revolu-
tlomary leaders frightened Abdul
Hamid into & nightmare of massacre
and brought untodd suffering wpon
innocent heads. There has besn com-
paratively little of this in more
recent years, but the fear of this
aggressive, succesaful, prolific and
industrioas Christlan racs mnever
departed from the councils of the
Mohammedana,

When Turkey entered into this
war, the Armeniana enliated in large
numbers and showed themaslves loyal
Ottomans. For some reason mob ex-
plained—aoma say because of Ger-
man prejudice—arma wars gradually
taken away {rom them and they wers
set to other tasks.

Early in March the Russians were
drawing down toward Van, whers,
an has already been stated, the Ar-
meniana are unusually strong. The
Gowernor of Van wnas Jevdet Bey, a
brother-in-law of Enver Pasha, who,
with Talaat Eer, contralled the fate

af Tu . Tha Armenian men of
Van lw.r . offered their services bo
the Goval rnur.. who, under pretense

af gratitude, tried to conduct the
leaders into an ambush for their de-
struction. Three of the five leaders
and spokesmen for the Armeninna
Werh h‘l.]luﬁ. hat two escaped, Thess
rallied thelr followsra while Jewdet

Juad af the Feee when (8 acema thal
dha Eyranny of ke Turk {a about to
ke broken and the submerged Chris-
tiam peoples piven an appariunity fo
develop o nadional ife of [heir saon,
the dermible mews comen fo wa that
the Arzeendana are befng massacred,
disperssd and enrlaved wilh the ob-
Jeet of extirpaling dhe race bafors
the howr of thair deliverasmce hoa
eome. fn am edilerdal om ansther
page &f thin @arus wd consider what
thia means to the world. We hawve
alps asked sme whs s befler ine
Sformed em fRe Armesion problem
than any slher man in. America da
explain who the Armenans ars asd
what might be made of them if the
réd hamd of fhe oscdmin cam be
stayed. On account of ks ofiedal
pasibion and eloss relaiisna with
the people nowe endamgered. it 0
neceakary fo concenl the mamae
the ouwbhor, bul wa san  pous
or his competency, high sband
¢ and truth fulsers,—Tue EciToR.

called out his troopa and enlisted the
services of tha Kurds to annihilate
them, For five weeks they main-
tained their position, uetil the Rus-
siana entered the city and the Turks
ftad to the west,

This atternpt of the Armenians to
defend their lives agninat treachery
and open attack seomed to awaken in
the Turka a generation of slumber-
ing wrath. From that hoar, so far as
the leaders at Constantinople were
concerned, the Armeninns  were
doomed to extinction thrusut the
length and bresdth of the Empire
Mot only were men and boys impris-
oned without charge, ansnssinated,
tortured beyomd comprehenaion, and
kilted, aingly or in groups, but the
wamen were ravished, girls carried
inta Moslem slavery, and entire
towns—what remained after the
slaughtor—aent acrosa hundreds of
milea of country, without propara-
tlon for the journey, to die ke ani-
mals upon the rosd thru disease,
starvation amd repeated attacks by
thoir guardas or other rufana, and
ultimately miserably to perish in the
deserta of narthern Arabia,

Thin process of destruction, begun
lnat Mareh, la now going on, aceord-
ing to indisputable evidence of erad-
itable eye witnosses recently come
piled from authentic decumentn by
& spocial committes designated to
that task, and recently made publie.
Conatantinople is threatened, and the
150,000 Armenlans in that eity may
any day be started wpon their death
m:ﬁr\:h rr:ha desert,

ur Ambasandor, Dr. Morgenthau,
at Conatantincple, [s doing all in his

OF THE ARMENIANS

power to stay the gruesome tide of
death, and we mote with gratifies-
tion that the public sentiment stirred
by a knowledge of this tragedy ia
moving the President to protest in
the name of humanity against such
crimes pgainst civilization.

If the Central Powers win in thia
war over the Allies, Tarkey will be-
come a German provinee, in which the
Armeniann would find acant place.
Officials at Constantineple have de-
elared that the Greeks also must fol-
lew in the same path, so that when
Germany becomes master aof Asia
Minor, no stray races elaiming the
land a8 inherently belonging to them
thru centuries of occupatlon, and
dréaming of posalble independent
principalities, will be there to chal-
lenge the German right of occcupas-
cy. The Kurds could bo easily sob-
dued and the Turks would have no
spirit to rosist. Some have gone so
far an to declare that the present at-
tack upon the Armenians is but the
first step in the preparntion of the
promised land for the incoming hoats.

On the cther hand, if Constani-
nople capitulates to the Allies, and
the two men who drove Turkey into
war and rule her today with an iron
hand and their German advisers are
shorn of their power, there is reason
to expect that the Turks as o whele
will aue for pence, aa multitudes of
them today keenly desire to do.

We can hardly conceive of any
powar's favoring the perpetuation of
Turkey in any form, after this ghast-
Iy exhibit of Moslem incapacity to rule
alien peoples or even Mohammedans.
At omce then will and must begin
the repatristion of the exiled Arme-
nians and Greeks, for the Greeks alse
in & measure are sufering the same
troatment. This will be an expanaive
task, but the civilized world must
unite to achieve it Thers are said
to be 300,000 refuge Armeninns in
Huasia and more than half that num-
ber in Persia. In their return natur-
ally the moat of them will drift back
to the land of Anclent Armenia,
where in & few years it will be poasi-
bile to ereate, under the protection of
ona or more friendly powers, an au-
tanomous Armaonin, In western Asia
Minor, where the Greeks predom-
inate, a Greek principality would be
the natural oateome,

We have reason to expect that fol-
lowing this baptism of fire and blood,
Aain Minor, {reed from Turkish dom-
ination, will become & pluce in which
non-Maoslem races may, for the first
time in & century, live in peace and
enjoy the proaperity due their quiet,
constructive industry.



