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BOOK V 

CHAPTER XII2 (XIII3) 

Location of Armenia Major4 (Third, map of Asia) 

1. GREAT ARMENIA5 is terminated on the north by a part of Colchis6 and Iberia7, and 

Albania8  on the line which we have indicated as running along the Cyrus river; on the west 

by Cappadocia along the accessible part of the Euphrates and the part of Pontus 
Cappadocia which extends as far as the Colchis border after passing through the 

Mosechius mountains; on the east by a part of the Hyrcanium Sea9 from the mouth of the 

Cyrus river to the terminus the location of which is in   79’ 45’’  43’  20’’ 
and by Media on the line leading to the Caspius mountains and along these mountains, the 
termini of which are located in      79’   42’  30’’ 
and                 80’ 30’’  40’ 
on the south it is terminated by Mesopotamia along the line of the Taurus mountains which 
begins at the Euphrates river, the location of which is   71’  30’’  38’ 
and extends to the Tigris river in                              75’ 30’’  38’  30’’ 
then by Assyria on a line extending along the Niphates mountains, that line which we have 
said continues in a direct line as far as the indicated terminus of the Caspius mountains. 
2. The noted mountains of Armenia are the Moschici extending along that part of Pontus 
Cappadocia, which is above them, and the Paryardes mountains, the terminal positions of 
which are       75’  43’ 20’’ 
and       77’  42’ 
and the Udacespes mountains the central part of which is in  80’ 30’’ 40’                      
and a part of the Antitaurus mountains located on this side of the Euphrates,  
the middle of which is       72’  41’ 40’’ 

                     
1 The Geography / Claudius Ptolemy; translated and edited by Edward Luther Stevenson, London, 1932 
2 ΚΛΑΥΔΙΟΥ ΠΤΟΛΕΜΑΙΟΥ ΓΕΩΓΡΑΦΙΚΗ ΥΦΗΓΗΣΙΣ. E CODICIBUS RECOGNOVIT PROLEGOMENIS. ANNOTATIONE 
INDICIBUS. TABULIS INSTRUXIT Carolus Müllerus, Parisiis, Editore Alfredo Firmin-Didot, Instituti Francici 
Typographo, 1901, V. 12 (further: Ptol., 1901). 
3 Claudii Ptolemaei GEOGRAPHIA. Edidit C.F.A. Nobbe. Tom II, Lipsiae, 1845, V. 13 https://goo.gl/6iEiqc (further: 
Ptol., 1845). 
4 Great Armenia, according to the Armenian sources - Մեծ Հայք (Mets Hayk’). 
5 In the English translation by E. L. Stevenson: Armenia; in the Greek text:  ̔H Megavlh jjjjArmeniva ARMENIA MAJOR-
GREAT ARMENIA.  
6 In Armenian Կողքիս (Koghkis). 
7 In Armenian Վիրք (Virk). 
8 In Armenian Բուն Աղուանք (Aluank Proper) 
9 The Caspian Sea. 
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and that which is called the Abas mountains the middle part of  
which is in         77’  41’  10’’ 

and the Gordyaei mountains10, the middle of which is located in 75’  39’  40’’ 

3. The rivers which flow through this land are the Araxes river, the mouth of which is 
in the Hyrcanium Sea in the  
location       79’  45’’ 43’  50’’ 
the sources of which moreover are in     76’  30’’ 42’  30’’ 
increasing toward the east as far as the Caspius mountains, then turning toward the north, 
one part empties into the Hyrcanium Sea, another joins with the Cyrus  
in       78’ 30’’ 44’ 30’’ 
and a part of the Euphrates river from that turning, which is from the east, as we have said, 
to the sources which are in       75’  40’’ 42’ 40’’ 

And there is another noted river which empties into the Euphrates river, the terminus of 
which, where it joins with the Euphrates is     71’  30’’ 40’ 30’’ 
and the terminus near the source is      77’  41’ 
then that part of the Tigris river which is within the region of Armenia from the entrance on 
the south border to the sources of the river, the location of which is in 74’  40’’ 39’ 40’’ 

forming there the lake which is called Thospitis11. There are other lakes, one of which is 

called Lychnitis12, the middle of which is in     78’  43’ 15’’ 

and the Arsesa lake13  the middle of which is    78’  30’’ 40’  45’’ 

4. In the region of Armenia which is included between the Euphrates river, the Cyrus 
and the Araxes, is Catarzene14 which is near the Moschici mountains above that which 
is called Bochae15 near the Cyrus river, and Obarena16 and Otene17 near the Araxes 
river and Colthene18, and Soducene19 which are below this; then along the Paryardes 
mountains is Siracene20 and Sacasene21; the towns in this section are: 

 
5. Sala 73’ 20’’ 44’ 20’’ 

                     
10 In Armenian Կորդուքի լեռներ (the mountains of Korduk). 
11 In Armenian Վանա ծով (The Van Sea). 
12 In Armenian Սևանա լիճ (Lake Sevan). 
13 In Armenian Արճիշակ լիճ (Lake Archishak). 
14 In the English translation by E. L. Stevneson: “Cotarzena”. It had to be Catarzene, according to the Greek text: 
Kotarzhnhv (Ptol., 1845, p. 51) or Katarzhnh; (Ptol., 1901, p. 937). In Armenian Կղարջք [Kgharjk , the ninth region of 
Gugark , the 13th province of Great Armenia (Երեմյան Ս., Հայաստանը ըստ «Աշխարհացոյց»-ի, Երևան, 1963, էջ 
59). 
15 In Armenian Բոխա (Bokha), a region in Tayk, the 14th province of Great Armenia. 
16 In the English translation by E. L. Stevneson: “Tobarena”, in the Greek text: Twsarenhv (Ptol., 1845, p. 51)  or  

jWbarhvvnh (Ptol., 1901, p. 938) (it is supposed to be Gugark, see Guillaume de Sainte-Croix, Memoire sur le cours de 
l'Araxe et du Cyrus, Paris, 1797, p. 31). 
17 In the English translation by E. L. Stevneson: Totene. In the Greek text:  j Wthnhv (Ptol., 1845, p. 51; Ptol., 1901, p. 
938). In Armenian Ուտիք (Utik), the 12th province of Great Armenia .  
18 In Armenian Գողթն (Goghtn). 
19 In Armenian Սոդք (Sodk ไ) (see Երեմյան Ս., 1963, էջ 80).   
20 In Armenian Շիրակ (Shirak, see Ptol., 1901, p. 938). 
21 In Armenian Շակաշեն (Shakashen in Utik) (see Երեմյան Ս., 1963, էջ 73). 
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Ascura 74’  44’ 10’’  
Baraza 75’ 20’’ 44’ 10’’ 
Lala 76’ 10’’ 44’ 
Santuta 77’ 20’’ 44’ 20’’ 
Santaphara 78’  44’ 20’’ 
Toga 78’ 50’’ 43’ 20’’ 
Vathura22 73’  43’ 
Azata 73’ 45’ 43’ 15’’ 
Cholua 74’  43’ 10’’ 
Sedala 74’ 40’’ 43’ 45’’ 
Surta 74’ 30’’ 43’ 40’’ 
Tastina 74’ 40 43’  
Cozala 75’ 20’’ 43’ 30’’ 
Cotomana 75’ 15’’ 43’ 40’’ 
Batinna 76’ 10’’ 43’ 40’’ 
Dizaca23 76’ 50’’ 43’ 10’’ 
Ptusa 77’  43’ 45’’ 
Glisma 78’ 20’’ 43’ 40’’ 
Choluata 78’ 45’’ 43’ 40’’ 
Sacalbina 79’ 10’’ 43’ 15’’ 
Arsarata 79’ 30’’ 43’ 15’’ 
and along the Euphrates river 
Bressus 72’  42’ 15’’ 
Elegia24 73’ 20’’ 42’ 45’’ 
Chasira 74’  42’ 40’’ 
Chorsa25 74’ 40’’ 42’ 50’’ 
Thalina 75’ 20’’ 42’ 45’’ 
[and along the the Araxes river] 
Harmaviria26 76’ 40’’ 42’ 45’’ 
Artaxata27 78’  42’ 40’’ 
Naxuana28 78’ 50’’ 42’ 45’’ 
 

                     
22 In the Greek text: Oujarouvqa. 
23 In Armenian Դիզակ (Dizak in Artsakh). Ptolemy mentioned Obarene before Otene (Utik) after which - Colthene 
(Goghtn) near the Arax [K. Müler noted: «Armen. Kolthan ad Araxem in Vaspouragan provincia» (Ptol., 1901, p. 938), 
i.e., he correctly identified Colthene with Goghtn], Soducene (Սոդք, Tsavdek-Sodk) (see Ս.Երեմյան, 1963, էջ 80), 
then Siracene (Shirak, Ptol., 1901, p. 938) and Sakasene, and after them comes Dizaka. 
24 In Armenian Եղեգն (Eghegn-Elegia-Jermuk, near Karin) (see Երեմյան Ս., Հայաստանը ըստ «Աշխարհացոյց»-ի, 
էջ 53). 
25 K. Müler comparing Covrsa with Cavr" mentioned by Constantin Porphyrogenitus identified it with Kars (Ptol., 1901, 
p. 941) (Armenian Կարս). 
26 In Armenian Արմավիր (Armavir). 
27 In Armenian Արտաշատ (Artashat, the ancient capital of the Kingdom of Great Armenia). 
28 In Armenian Նախիջևան (Nakhijevan, in the region of Vaspurakan of Great Armenia) (see Երեմյան Ս., 1963, էջ 72). 
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6. In the section which is below this up to that river which flows into the Euphrates in the 
northern country are the regions, commencing in the west, Basilisene29, Bolbene30 and 
Arsesa31, below these Acilisene32 and Astaunitis33 and Sophene34 near the same bend 
of the river. The towns in this section are: 

 

Athua35 71’ 30’’ 42’ 30’’ 
Tinissa36 73’ 30’’ 42’ 30’’ 
Zoriga37 71’ 30’’ 42’ 
Sana 73’ 30’’ 42’ 
Brizaca 74’  50’’ 42’ 30’’ 
Daranissa38 76’  42’ 20’’ 
Zogocara 77’ 5’’ 42’ 20’’ 
Cubina 78’ 30’’ 42’ 20’’ 
Codana 71’ 30’’ 41’ 40’’ 
Cachura 72’  41’ 20’’ 
Cholua 73’ 30’’ 41’ 
Sogocara 74’  41’ 
Phausya 74’ 15’’ 41’ 45’’ 
Phandalia 74’ 50’’ 41’ 30’’ 
Zaruana39 75’ 40’’ 41’ 45’’ 
Citamum 76’  41’ 30’’ 
Anarium 76’ 50’’ 41’ 30’’ 
Sigua 77’  41’ 
Terua 78’ 41’ 50’’ 
Zurzua 78’ 30’’ 41’ 40’’ 

                     
29 In Armenian Բասեն (Basen), the 1st region of Ayrarat, the 15th province of Great Armenia. 
30 In Armenian Բողբերդ (Boghberd), a castle in the region of Basen (Н.Адонц, Армения в эпоху Юстиниана, Ереван, 
1971, с. 24-25, Ս.Երեմյան, 1963, էջ 45).  
31 In Armenian Արճեշ (Archesh, a city in Tavruberan-Turuberan, the fourth province of Great Armenia). 
32 In Armenian Եկեղեաց (Ekegheats, a region in Upper Armenia, the first province of Great Armenia). 
33 In Armenian Հաշտեանք (Hashteank ไ in the Fourth Armenia - in the province of Tsopk) (Ptol., 1901, p. 943). 
34 In Armenian Ծոփք (Tsopk, the second province of Great Armenia). 
35 K. Müler compared toponym  jjjjAqouva with Ada (Armenian Ադա), localized it near Kamakh (Ptol., 1901, p. 942) in 
Upper Armenia. 
36 K. Müler localized it near Elegia (Ibid.). 
37 K. Müler supposed that Zovriga corresponds to Armenian Երեզ (Erez) mentined by Movses Khorenatsi (Ibid.). 
38 It is supposed that Dardanossa (“name of a town, found upon a coin described by the Reverend Mr. Swinton…”) 
was converted into Daranissa, “which seems to have been a town Seated in Sofene, a province of Greater (must be 
Great - ed.) Armenia” (Philosophical transactions, giving some account of the present undertakings, studies, and 
labours of the ingenious, in many considerable parts of world. Vol. LVI. For the year 1766, London, 1767, pp. 28, 315). 
Daranissa is also identified with Datamisa of Tabula Peutengeriana  (Յ. Յարութիւնեան,  Պեւտինգէրեան քարտէզի 
Արտաշատ-Սատաղ ճանապարհի չպարզաբանուած վեց կայարանների տեղանուան եւ տեղադրման խնդիրը, էջ 
44 http://www.haigazian.edu.lb/Publications/Documents/HARVol34fullcontent/37-46.pdf), but as earlier noted 
H.Manadyan Datamisa's location is uncertain (Հ. Մանադյան, Երկեր, հ. Ե, Երևան, 1984, էջ 131). K. Müler supposed 
Daranissa in Daranaghi (Ptol., 1901, p. 943). the 1st region of the province of Upper Armenia. 
39 In Armenian Զարեհավան (Zarehavan) in the province of Ayrarat. 
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Matustana 78’  41’ 40’’ 
Astacana40 78’  41’ 
Tarina41 72’ 20’ 41’’ 
Balisbiga 73’ 40’’ 40’ 40’’ 
Babila 74’ 20’’ 40’ 45’’ 
Sagauana42 75’ 15’’ 40’ 45’’ 
Azara 76’ 10’’ 40’ 50’’ 

 

8. In the remaining section located toward the south between the Euphrates and the 
sources of the Tigris, but below this is Anzitene43, and Thospitis region44; then 
Coriaea45; and the towns in this section are: 
Elegerda46 72’ 15’’ 40’ 15’’ 
Mazara 71’ 20’’ 39’ 50’’ 
Anzita47 72’  39’ 30’’ 
Soita 72’ 50’’ 39’ 30’’ 
Belcania48 73’ 30’’ 39’ 20’’ 
Selgia 74’  40’ 
Thospia49 74’ 20’’ 39’ 50’’ 
Colchis50 75’      30’’     39’ 
Siauana 71’      30’’     38’ 20’’ 
Arsamosata51 73’ 38’’ 20’ 
Corrha 74’ 30’’ 38’ 40’’ 
 

9. Moreover toward the east from the sources of the Tigris river is Bagrauandene52 and 
Gordyene53 which is below this, from which to the east is Cotaea54 and below this 

                     
40 In Armenian Աստականա. It is localized to the north-east of the city of Van (see Թ.Խ. Հակոբյան, Ստ.Տ. 
Մելիք-Բախշյան, Հ.Խ. Բարսեղյան, Հայաստանի եւ հարակից շրջանների տեղանունների բառարան, հ. 1, 
Երևան, 1986, էջ 342): 
41 K. Müler compared it with the name of the Armenian region of Taron (Տարոն) (Ptol., 1901, p. 944). 
42 J.Marquart corrected *Bagauana and identified it with Armenian Բագաւան  (J.Marquart, Die Enstehung und 
iederherstellung der armeniaschen Nation, Berlin, 1919, S. 66, n. 10). 
43 In Armenian Անձիտ (the region of Andzit in the Fourth Armenia). 
44 Corresponds to the region of Van. 
45 Cf. Armenian province of Կորճայք (Korchaik). 
46 In Armenian Եղգարդ (Eghard), in Sasun.  
47 Cf. the above mentioned footnote 33. 
48 A town in the Aratsani valley, in the region of Andzit (see Թ.Խ. Հակոբյան, Ստ.Տ. Մելիք-Բախշյան, Հ.Խ. 
Բարսեղյան, Հայաստանի եւ հարակից շրջանների տեղանունների բառարան, հ. 1, էջ 646): 
49 In Armenian Տոսպ (Tosp), a region in the province of Vaspurakan.  
50 In Armenian Կոլխանա (Kolkhana), a village in Western Armenia, near the ruins of Tigranakert, in the region of 
Amid-Diarbekir (about Կոլխանա,see: Թ.Խ. Հակոբյան, Ստ.Տ. Մելիք-Բախշյան, Հ.Խ. Բարսեղյան, Հայաստանի եւ 
հարակից շրջանների տեղանունների բառարան,հատ. 3, Երևան, 1991, էջ 190): 
51 In Armenian Արշամաշատ, in Tsopk. 
52 In Armenian Բագրևանդ (the 6th region of Ayrarat, the central province of Great Armenia, see Երեմյան Ս., 
Հայաստանը ըստ «Աշխարհացոյց»-ի, էջ 35). 
53 In Armenian Կորդուք, the first region of Korchayk ไ (the 6th province of Great Armenia, see Երեմյան Ս., 
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Mardi. The towns which are in these parts are: 
 

10. Tasca 75’ 30’’ 40’ 10’’ 
Phora 76’  40’ 10’’ 
Maepa 76’ 10’’ 40’ 40’’ 
Buana 76’ 45’’ 40’ 
Cholimma 77’ 45’’ 40’ 40’’ 
Terebia 77’ 40’’ 40’ 55’’ 
Daudyana      77’ 40’’ 40’ 20’’ 
Caputa           79’ 20’’ 40’ 30’’ 
Artemita55         79’ 40’’ 40’ 20’’ 
Thelbalane     76’ 15’’ 39’ 50’’ 
Siae                75’ 45’’ 39’ 40’’ 
Pherendis       74’ 40’’ 39’ 20’’ 
Tagranocerta56  76’ 45’’ 39’ 40’’ 
Sardeva 75’ 50’’ 39’ 10’’ 
Colsa 78’  39’ 50’’ 
Tigranoama57 79’ 45’’ 40’ 
Artagigarta58 75’ 20’’ 38’ 45’’ 
 

                                                                  
Հայաստանը ըստ «Աշխարհացոյց»-ի, էջ 60). 
54 In Armenian Կոտայք (the 16th region of the Ayrarat province). 
55 Cf. Armenian Արտամետ (Artamet, a village in the region of Hayots Dzor in the Vsapurakan province of Great 
Armenia). 
56 In Armenian Տիգրանակերտ (Tigranakert, the capital of Great Armenia named aster its builder, King of 
Kings,Tigran II the Great (95-55 BC). 
57 In Armenian Տիգռանոամա in the province of Paytakaran (see Թ.Խ. Հակոբյան, Ստ.Տ. Մելիք-Բախշյան, 
Հ.Խ. Բարսեղյան, Հայաստանի եւ հարակից շրջանների տեղանունների բառարան,հատ. 5,, Երևան, 2001, էջ 
94): 
58 K. Müler compared it with the same castle mentioned by Strabo (sее Ptol., 1901, p. 949)..In Armenian Արտագերս, 
(Artagers, a castle in the region of Arsharunik of the Ayrarat province). 
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Μεγάλη Ἀρμενία - Armenia Major - Great Armenia 

 
Mikra; Ἀρμενία - Armenia Minor 
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