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CONCLUSION

As attested by the available archive documents, as well as
historiographical and lapidary sources, from times of remote antiquity
Armenians - the natives of the Armenian Highland inhabited also the
region of Eastern Transcaucasia, namely from the river Kur (the left
bank) to Apsheron Peninsula. Eastern part of Great Armenia’s province
of Paytakaran was included into Baku Province of the Russian Empire
in 1867. As one of ancient peoples of Eastern Transcaucasia, the
Armenians created their specific cultural heritage there and always
participated in the socio-political, economic, educational and cultural
life of the region.

With the invasion of Turkic-speaking elements into Eastern
Transcaucasia from the end of the 11th c¢. and later the ethno-cultural
makeup of the region suffered grave damages and underwent destructive
transformations. Despite this, however, the Armenians due to their
creative abilities and natural self-defence characteristics succeeded in
continuing their existence and retaining their ethnic territory. They
constituted a considerable part of the region’s population, in the
meantime, going through religious persecution and enduring national
and social pressure exerted by the Muslim rulers. In the Middle Ages, a
considerable part of the region was known as an Armenian-populated
zone.

In the late 18th century, the Armenian villages of Eastern
Transcaucasia grew considerably stronger thanks to the resettlements
from Artsakh and partly Siunik (in the early 19th century, Armenian
resettlers arrived there from Iran as well).These resettlements revived
the Armenian-inhabited places of the region which were on the verge of
total desertion or already lay derelict.

The 19th century proved a pivotal period for the Armenians of
Baku Province. At.the beginning of the same century, Eastern
Transcaucasia lifted the domination of Persian shahs, and the local
Armenians were given an opportunity to live under comparably
favourable economic and political conditions for a time. Although the
Tsarist authorities exercised a colonial policy which posed various
obstacles for the population of Transcaucasia, part of the Armenian
nation was liberated from the centuries-old Muslim sway and was
provided with an opportunity to make progress. The improvement of the
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socio-economic conditions fostered the natural growth of the Armenian
population. In Baku Province, the Armenians were mostly concentrated
on the southern slopes of the main Caucasian chain, namely, in the
districts of Gyokcha, Shamakhi, as well as partly Ghuba and Lenkoran.
The available statistical sources show that throughout the 19th century,
almost all the Armenian villages of these districts had a large number of
inhabitants. Initially, the city of Shamakhi and the adjacent villages were
known as populous places with large Armenian populations, whereas
beginning with the ‘60s of the 19th century, Baku replaced Shamakhi
due to the rapid development of oil industry. The subsequent increase of
the Armenian population in the city of Baku was mostly conditioned by
the grave socio-economic conditions facing Armenian peasantry—the
consequence of the establishment of capitalistic relations under which
the villagers of the mountainous areas and foothills were compelled to
emigrate into the city in large numbers as they were either totally
deprived of soil or had acute shortage of it. Already in the late 19th
century, the Armenians were considered as one of the largest ethnic
entities in Baku.

The available statistical evidence shows that in the late 19th
century, the Armenians of Baku Province amounted to 78,536 thus
forming a considerable part of the entire population of the region.

* % %

The Armenian inhabitants of Baku Province enjoyed a period of
prosperity in the public, political, socio-economic, educational and
cultural spheres of life when the “Caucasian Tatars,” guided by the
propaganda of pan-Turkism and evidently supported by the Tsarist
authorities, launched the massacres of the Armenians in Baku in 1905.
In the aftermath of these slaughters, the number of the Armenians was
reduced, and artificial obstacles were posed against them so that
continuing their existence in the province became utterly difficult for
them. As of 1 January 1916, the Armenians amounted to 120,087 in the
province of Baku.'

The Armenians of Baku Province suffered a particularly heavy
blow in 1918, when the Turkish army units invaded Transcaucasia and
reached Baku (prior to it, the criminal Young Turks’ troops had
devastated the whole of Western Armenia committing the genocide of

"KK na 1917 r., Tudbnuc, 1916, c. 179, 183.
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the Western Armenians). With this incursion, Turkey pursued the
objective of taking possession of the petroleum of Baku, after the
acquisition of which, it planned to penetrate into the Northern Caucasus
and Middle Asia in order to create a large Turkish state in realization of
its programme of pan-Turkism. The same programme also envisaged the
establishment of an Oghuz state, namely, the “new state” of “Great
Azerbaijan” was planned to be founded in the area from the Black Sea
to the Caspian (viz. from Batum to Baku) under the auspices of Turkey.
With the creation of this state, a bridge would be erected between
Turkey and the Turkish-speaking peoples of the Caucasus and Middle
Asia.! Among other means, this programme was to be put into effect
through the massacres, forced Islamization and deportations of Eastern
Armenians. Enver Pasha himself maliciously said, “...as the Armenians
have always been our enemies and will continue so in the future... it will
be fine to totally exterminate them in the Caucasus as well, just as was
done in Turkey.™ That Turkey exercised a policy of putting the entire
Armenian population of the Caucasus to carnage is also attested by a
telegraph that State Secretary of Germany Richard von Kulmann
addressed to the ambassador of Germany to Turkey on 3 June 1918:
“The Turks are on their way of realizing their goal—to exterminate the
Armenians in the Caucasus.”

During the invasion of Baku, a considerable part of the
Armenian inhabitants of the Armenian villages of Gandzak-Yelisavetpol
(Nukhi and Aresh Dlstrlc;ts} and Baku Provinces were subjected to
deportation and slaughter.” After the four-month heroic self-defence of
Baku Armenians, the large Turkish army units eventually took the city
on 15 September. During 3 days (from 15 to 17 September), the Turkish
army headed by Nuri pasha getting active support of the Azerbaijan

' 3apesang, Typuwa M nantypanuam, Mapwk, 1930, c. 92, «dnphgni», @hphu, 1918, hny-
mbdpbph 30, Ne 222, FomghGyjwG G-, Uh mpwgpwy pwmnbq, «bplwh hwiwppopuis,
GnlawG, 1989, Ne 3, ke 37-38, ®. &. Lw Cplk, Uwpwtydwih Zwlipunybknne-phbp, «kHno-
swalpe, 1992, b2 wnuph, thbnmjwph 12, Ne 22, kg, 41-42:
* wwhubw6 Uy, Jwjwunwih dwipeybompbwi swgnil m qupgugnuip, FEpmp,
1968, Ly 88-89:
* Harophbiii Kapabax & MeXAyHapogHoOM npase W MUPOBOHA NOAMTHKE (QOKYMEHTHI M KOM-
meHTapwii), T. |, coct. npod. 10, Bapceroe, Mockea, 2008, gox. 222, c. 224.
* UnthwGywa 9-., 2wjbkph YnnapudGhpi m hipiwywpnupuiului Gwpobpp Lmjup L
Upby guwnGbpmd 19181920 pp.: <wjng ghnuuupuwinpjui yuwminpjwi L yuwniw-
?mmmh hwpghp, h. 5, GpluG, 2002, by 23-25:

UmbhwGywG Q-., 2wybph YnnnpudGbpG m piphwupuyumywiujud Swpobpp Fwpdh
GuhuGgnud 1918-1920 pp., ML, Gplaub, 2008, Ne 3, te 31-48:
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Musavat government kept brutally massacring the Armenians, the
victims among whom amounted to more than 30,000." Neighbouring
Armenian villages, which had become derelict and devastated in the
aftermath of the carnage, were re-inhabited by *“Caucasian Tatars."”
Centuries-old Armenian monuments, such as cross-stones, churches and
monasteries, were destroyed without any vestiges left, which attests that
the Armenian population of Baku was also subjected to the genocide of
culture.

The criminal policy of physical extermination and deportation
continued against the Armenians throughout the existence of Musavatist
Azerbaijan (1918 to 1920). When we compare the number of the
Armenians in the pre-war period and in 1921, we clearly notice the large
losses caused by the Turk-Tatars. According to the census returns of
1921, the Armenian population of the Gyokcha, Shamakhi, Ghuba,
Baku, Lenkoran and Javat Districts amounted to 50,212.% Prior to the
outbreak of the massacres, the Armenians amounted to 127,318, these
two figures clearly showing the immense losses caused by the Young
Turks and Musavatists.” Judging from these data, over 77,106 people
fell victim to the slaughters; only 49,927 of them were killed in the city
of Baku, where the Armenians had formed 88,673 before the carnage.’
But for the massacres, if the natural growth of the Armenians could have
proceeded without any obstacles, they should have formed around
140,000 late in 1921. The vandal policy of genocide exercised against
the Armenians by Turkey and Musavatist Azerbaijan between 1918 and
1920 drastically changed the ethno-demographical makeup in
Azerbaijan, and this change was not in the interests of the Armenians at

' Pacanoenu C., Mpasga o GaxkuHckMx cobuitiax, «Kasxkasckoe cnosow, Tudnwc,
1918, 3 (20) pexabps, MNe 262, hyluwlbwa B., Pwgm) 66 uvwpuwihGbpp: WGkkwwhi
nuunuiGwuppmphl vbwunbipbpbwi wigpbph 1918 p., @hdhu, 1920, ko 184-187, LUL,
$. 121, 4. 2, g. 94, p. 96-99, MeHoumn apman B OcmaHckoi uMnepun. CHOPHUK AOKYMEHTOB
nop pepaxuved M. T. Hepcucawna, Epesan, 1982, pok. 245, c. 524, UwlnpwpywG U,
1918 p., Pupyh hwjjulwi swpnbpp (95<4-h wpmwphl gnpatph dhGhumpmpjub puw-
nupwlwi wphepgh hhwomwpnpbpp), L49, GplawG, 1990, Ne 6, by 77-88, Oaapad B.,
WUctopus apmanckoro reHouwpa (atHuueckui Kondnukt ot bankan go Awxatonuu w
Kaskasa), Epesan, 2007, c. 454, also see UnmlhwGyuG S, Pwpdh hwgbph 1918 p. 4n-
winpwdbbpp L pmpp-wyppbswlwliulb prluwimpymilioph  wwumwuow Gwmgnge pmdp,
«LLE umwljui hylowimpymGs, UnbguoGulbpm, 2000, Ne 3, b 25-32:

! 3axasxaswe, CoseTckue pecnybamiu. CTaTucTHRo-3KOHOMUYeCKHH cBopHuk, ¢. 152-153.
P2, $. 149, 9. 1, . 46, p. 2-8, q. 133, p. 19, $.57,9.3,q.512,p. 1-2, $. 409, 9. 1, g.
2634, p. 1-2, UnhwlywG 9., <ugliph Ynunnpudlbpt m hipGwupupmupubulpwi Swp-
mbpp Pwpgh Guwhwignud 1918-1920 pp., ke 31-48:

! holuwmGbwi £, Pwgnth dbd uvwpuuwfiGbpp, te 17:
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all. According to the returns of the statistical survey carried out in the
agricultural sphere in Azerbaijan in August 1921, the Armenians
surviving in the d:stncts of Shamakhi, Gyokcha, Nukhl and Aresh
amounted to about 12,716."

The Armenian population of Eastern Transcaucasia suffered
genocide just as the genocide was committed against the Western
Armenians in their cradle - Western Armenia by the Young Turks
between 1915 and 1916; therefore, the policy conducted in September of
1918 in Azerbaijan by the Young Turks and Musavatists may be defined
as the continuation of the genocide of Western Armenians, for the
geographical coverage of the Armenian Genocide (from Baku, Nukhi,
Aresh and Artsakh to Western Armenia and Armenian Cilicia) was the
result of the implementation of the programme of pan-Turkism.

The policy of the violation of the rights of the Armenians and
other native peoples in Eastern Transcaucasia (Tats, Talyshes, Lezghins,
etc.), their persecution and all kinds of pressure exerted against them
continued during the 70 years of the Soviet rule. They were forced to
renounce their national identity and identify themselves with the
Azerbaijanis. As a result, these people were either registered as
“Azerbaijanis” or were driven away from their ancestral houses.” The
anti-Armenian policy of the Azerbaijani authorities was accompanied
with the destruction of historical and archaeological Armenian
monuments (cross-stones, churches and monasteries).

The discriminatory policy of persecutions against Armenians
and stripping them of their fundamental rights committed by the
Azerbaijani authorities had a new manifestation in February 1988, when
another crime was perpetrated against them—all the methods and forms
of genocide were committed against the Armenians of the city of
Sumgait with the immediate participation of the central authorities of

' Kapaneran M., 3tHuueckan ctpyxtypa Hacenenus Haroproro Kapabaxa s 1921 r. (no
CenbeKOXO3ANCTBEHHON nepenkcH Asepbaimxana 1921 r.), Epesan, 1991, c. 4.

? For a detailed analysis of the policy of persecutions exercised against the Armenian and other
ethnic communities in Azerbaijan, see Tpuropan B., HacunocreenHas accumunaums
MYCYNBMAHCKMX HAUWOHANbHBIX MeHblwMHets B Asepbaiipwane, Epesan, 1992; Pocram
6., Cynsba kypaoes s Coserckom Cowse w nocne ero pacnana, «KypaWcran panopTs,
Mockea, 1993, centabpb, Mo 2, ¢. 22-27; Yobanan C., NocypapcTeeHHan W HayMoHans-
Has nonuTHka AzepBaiigkana, Epesad, 1993; A6ayparumos I, Kaexascnwan Anbanus-
Nesrvctan. Wctopus » cospemennocts, CMN6., 1995; 3tHuueckana NpHHAQNEXHOCTE B N-
ONUTHYECKOM W obLiecTBEHHOM AMCKypce cospemenHoro Asepbaipxana (Ha npumepe
AHTHApMAHCKMX MaTepuanos), nogrotoswn I, femoswn, Epesan, 2004; Clnntd Unppk-
wiif hwyuwnjwg puqupwiuwinpwi, uqing’ <. Uplpgywi, Gpluwb, 2007:
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Soviet Azerbaijan and Muslim-zade, First Secretary of the Communist
Party’s Municipal Committee of Sumgait. Prior to the outbreak of the
carnage, the telephones had been turned off in all the Armenian flats and
houses, lists of Armenian houses had been compiled, etc.' In the spring
of 1988, the Central Committee of the Armenian Communist Party
received a document stating that more than 400 Armenians had been
slaughtered in Sumgait (many of them were burnt alive after
unspeakable torture and suffering); around 1,000 people, including
women, aged men and children, were crippled.” According to another
source of information, the number of the Armenian victims oscillated
between 500 and 1,000.> These slaughters marked the beginning of the
first stage of the Armenians’ deportation from Azerbaijan. On 21 to 22
November 1988, another storm of genocide broke out in Azerbaijan
against the local Armenians, and as a consequence, they were driven
away from many places in large numbers. The third large-scale
deportation of the Armenian population started in July to August 1989
as a result of a new wave of violence against the Armenians.’ The anti-
Armenian policy reached its climax on 25 December 1989, when the
Azerbaijani bandits set a fire in Baku Armenians’ Cathedral Church of
St. Gregory the Enlightener—as a result of the fire, a large number of
valuable books, icons and the entire property of the sanctuary were burnt
away.’ The carnage of Sumgait Armenians, which had been perpetrated
at state level, was not condemned as genocide so that between 13 and 19
January 1990, the Azerbaijani authorities, who were completely
convinced of their total impunity, also committed massacres against the
Armenians of Baku. By the methods of its perpetration, the carnage of
Baku resembled those of 1905 and 1918. The Armenian massacres
which broke out on 13 January 1990 were premeditated and committed
at state level. They were preceded by the anti-Armenian speech made by

' For details, see Waxmypaasan C., CyMrautckas TpareQWs B CBMOETENLCTBAX O4EBMA-
ues, Epesan, 1989; Cymraur... MeHouua...MnackocTs?. Cocrasunu Yny6aban I, 3oasau
C., Apwakan A., Epesan, 1990,

! UppwlyywG U., Upgwuywb gnywuguypwn (1985-1992), Gplwi, 2004, by 25:

' Oranecan 3., Bex Gopbbui, 1. I, Mionxen-Mocksa, 1991, c. 567-568, UpGwuywi k.,
Unuigwjhph U Pwpydh swpnbph wyppbpwGwlwi Yndwpupmpmbip: Muwmdnpgmi b
dpwlynyp. plnnbd Ytndhph L nunGdgmpjub: Lwlpuwwbnwlwi ghnwdnqmlh hhd-
Gwnpnyplibp (4-6 dwjhuh), Gplawd, 2011, ke 25:

* ongwpblpywi <@, Stqwuwwinpymbp b hwpupwiimpmp UnppbewGmd (1918-1990-
wlwi pp,), MPL, Gplawd, 2005, Me 1, ke 29:

* «Opuwlwl pbpp», Bplwd, 1990, hbwpfwph 2, Ne 6, UnbthwGywi S, wiwnmn wl-
Gwpl Fwpm punuph Up. Sphgnp Cnwewynphy Bybnbgm wpuwmdmpwd, by 45-53:
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First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
Azerbaijan Abdulrakhman Vezirov during the rally of seventy thousand
people in Baku after which the First Secretary had a meeting with the
representatives of the National front and expressed his support in the
implementation of the plans of massacring the Armenians and
subjecting them to deportations.' That the Armenian slaughters were
premeditated and planned beforehand is proved by the speech USSR
Minister of the Interior V. Bakatin made during the joint sitting of the
two chambers of the USSR Supreme Council held within its third
session on 19 February 1990. He particularly stated: “They [the
massacres of the Armenians - G. S.] broke out all of a sudden and were
organized very well. Everything happened after the rally—the crowd
that comprised up to 5 thousand people dispersed to plunder and
massacre the Armenian population in accordance with the addresses that
had been distributed among them beforehand.”” The Azerbaijani
authorities were very interested in what was going on in the city; they
kept instigating the mob and stirring up the slaughter of the Armenian
inhabitants of the city, during which the militia units acted in unison
with the National front.” According to some information which cannot
be considered comprehensive, the massacred Armenians totaled more
than 400.° Thus, the facts confirm that the massacres of the Armenians
of Baku were organized at high state level, the policy of the genocide of
the Armenians was adopted by the authorities of Azerbaijan from
Turkey and the Musavatists.

The Supreme Council of the Armenian SSR severely
condemned the acts of vandalism and genocide perpetrated in Baku and
the adjacent places. Its 19 February 1990 resolution states: “To demand
that the USSR Supreme Council should recognize and condemn the

' Qwihlpwb 9., Gybnbwupunmd, elbpudifud 2wjwuumubs, Bplwb, 1990, dwpw, Ne
3, kg 3, Yobanan C,, idem, c. 19, rogwpblpwl <@L, Lwjwuumwb)h phwlpmppul bpuwp-
ww-prrpymdip b wbnuwpdbpp XEX-XOK pupbpnud L 2XCXT npuph pbdha, e 276, Unubunjw
b, dnGwlyui U., Fwpdh qwpgbipp (upupuonbolpol Juounmwpnplip, wijpuGunbuiGbph
yuympymbibp L wyp Gmpbp 1990 p. hmijwph 13-19-h nnpbpguluwl hpwngwpdm-
pimllbph Ybpwpbppu wihpuwdbu dGwpwimpymGibpnyg), Gplawd, 1992:

“ «llwGgupny, Gpluwd, 1990, dupmp 7, Ne 26, Yobauan C., idem, ¢. 169-170,

' ungwpblpui <L, Upgwjup Qunpdmpjut dwipl, Gplaub, 1991, ke 131:

' Uppulywb U, idem, ko 114, Uwpmptwi 3., StnuuupuimpmGibph ywppbp: Mwwn-
duwlwb jhpnymiphilip b pGplimppip mwpbpmbpnud m mbquinGibpmd (pum “Lwpo-
pwnbwl wpddwi Gaplph), 44, h. bE, MEjpmp, 2007, bty 312, idem, <w) hlipGmp)wb
wwwmybpuwgpmpymip: Sepwowpwimppuld hhpngmpymip L qupupungui pwpdnaip, h
U, GplwG, 2009, te 163, Unhwijul 9., Fwpm pwmuph huymppul yumdnpymbip
(wwwmdwdnnpugpulwi mumdbGwuehpmpymi), b 514:
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genocide of the Armenians committed in Baku and a number of other
places in the Azerbaijani SSR in January 1990.”' The genocide of the
Armenians of Baku and the acts of vandalism the Azerbaijanis
committed against them also aroused indignation amidst some foreign
political figures. Chairman of the US Foreign Committee, Senator
Herbert Claiborne Pell told the following to the press in Moscow after
his meeting with USSR Foreign Minister E. Shevardnadze: “I am deeply
shocked at, and depressed by, the barbarity with which the Azerbaijanis
perpetrated the pogrom of the Armenians in the USSR. The Soviet
Government should do its utmost to protect the Armenian population.”
The genocide against Armenians in Baku was followed by the
deportation of the last group of Armenians from Soviet Azerbaijan (on
the whole, the number of the Armenian deportees totaled more than
361,000).

To summarize, the criminal policy of the Azerbaijani authorities
was aimed at the genocide against the Armenians in Eastern
Transcaucasia and it was exercised at state level, stage by stage,
eventually stripped the Armenians of their native land where they had
been living for centuries, creating cultural values and industrious life
full of struggle and heroism.

: «whonphpywhl <wjwumwG», Gplwd, 1990, Ghwopuph 16, Ne 39:

“ Qubhlpwi 3., Gnbinfwupuwmmd, «JdbpuwdGfud Lwjpuumwis, Gplawb, 1990, Gwpn, Ne
3, kg 10:

! ongwiphlyywG <., Stqwuuywbnipnitp b hwjupwgimpmbp Unpplipwlnud, Ly 40:
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